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Throughout this academic year | have been proud of how pupils
have shown resilience, hard work and determination to succeed and
truly demonstrated excellence through endeavour . We have been
abletosharet h e s e starougheasvelérange of achievements

and celebrations.

2024 has been an extremely busy year for off site trips It has been
wonderful to see pupils engage in such a wide range of activities.
The most recent being the Mandarin trip to China where pupils were
emersed in Chinese culture and were able to practise, first hand,
their Mandarin language skills.

Our Community links have flourished as Mr Reece has built strong
relationships with Network Rail and the Tree Planting council. We
had a visit from Lord Hendly who helped us plant some trees.

As ever here at Woodrush, we have celebrated a variety of sporting
achievements with pupils taking part in a vast range of sports. Pupils
have seen success in girls and boys football, rugby, girls rounders
and cricket! The Olympic sports festival saw houses complete
against each other for points resulting in Brindley being crowned
winners! It is also wonderful to see past pupils achieve such
amazing sporting success such as Kai Andrews who has signed a
professional football contract with Coventry FC.

Pupils have also had several opportunities to develop their career
prospects and knowledge. The first being the extremely successful
careers fair organised by Mrs Bishop where we had over 30
business6é, companyds, coll egeds
pupils. Year 10 and sixth form also had work experience where we
were honoured by the amazing feedback we got fromc o mp a n vy ¢
about our pupils.

It has been an extremely successful year and | wish you all a
wonderful Summer.

Finally, I would like to take a moment
of remembrance for one of our year
10 pupils, Liberty, who as you may
know, sadly passed away at the
beginning of this academic year.

Liberty was a wonderful, life-loving
person who is deeply missed and
thought of fondly by all in our school
community.




Science

Twelve year 8 students attended the Big Medicine and Health Professions
quiz at Birmingham University on Monday 10™ June. This was an excellent =
opportunity for students to experience a higher education facility. The
students had the opportunity to take part in multiple quiz rounds covering a =
variety of health and medical topics such as pharmacy, nursing and sports ‘ﬂ]
science, as well as a guest speaker explaining the use of Stem cells in
medicine. Students competed against many schools across the county
ncluding many grammar and private schools.

Year 9 students also attended the Big Physics Quiz at Birmingham University on
Tuesday 16t April. The quiz was set In the Great Hall which is a spectacular and
inspirational venue. Students completed rounds on electricity, nuclear physics and
energy.



At the start of July our Year 9 Mandarin students had the amazing opportunity to travel to
Shenyang, in northern China, as part of the Mandarin Excellence Programme. Accompanied
by Mrs Chen and Mr Borg, 16 students went to stay at Shenyang Normal University for 10
days, where they participated in a number of exciting cultural events and Chinese language
classes. After a grand opening ceremony on the first day, students enjoyed a visit to the
Imperial Palace; pottery making; ping-pong games with professional players; a tie-dying
session; tea tasting; a shopping mall and night-market tour; martial arts and a Beijing opera
performance. Students have had the opportunity to practise their Mandarin skills by talking
to their Chinese buddies and attending lessons at the university. The trip was an
unforgettable experience and a fantastic opportunity for students to learn first-hand about the
language, culture and traditions of China.










Why MFL? Guest Speaker
This week we welcomed David Binns from
Sanako to talk to our year 10 students about the

importance of languages to support careers and ,/HW il H '
futures.
David Binns delivered an inspiring talk to our ~ ~
students stressing the importance of a second :
language skill in any chosen career and at initial ;

interview stage. The talk was extremely well
received by staff and students.
Students were encouraged to ask questions at
the end as David seems to have a natural ability
to engage with them at their own level. A huge
thanks to him and to the MFL team for creating
this opportunity.

Staff Leaving Messages

Mr Ivko

It has been such a pleasure working at Woodrush over the last five years. It is a very
special school, and | have enjoyed teaching, and learning, here. Whilst | am sad to
leave, after 15 years in secondary education, | am excited to embrace the opportunity to
teach Spanish to younger children, in primary schools and nurseries, going forward.

Miss Shepherd

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time teaching at Woodrush High School and will take many
fond memories with me. From the School of Rock production, the Christmas showcases,
taking students to The Royal and Derngate Theatre to compete in the National Theatre
connections competition and lastly, working alongside an incredible creative arts team.
All the best for the future!




Yr 8 Pencil Crayon

Portraits

A selection of our fabulous
hero and villain based
portraits. This project forms
the final assessment for
Year 8 0 and asks students
to build on all the skills they
have learnt across the
year. In addition, they
needed to learn how to
blend and layer pencil
crayons 0 this is essential at
GCSE. We t hj
agree they are fantastic!
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Jordan james>Adam Wharton

Yr 8 d Digital Portraits inspired by Shepard
Fairey

l nspired by the i coni
Barrack Obamads 200
campaign, students worked
i ndependently foll owi
to produce these eye -catching self -
portraits.

Students got to grips with editing software
to alter their own original photographs,
experimenting with contrasting colours
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Year 8 Portraiture o
Working In The Style Of Luke Dixon

Inspired by the work of
contemporary British illustrator and
printmaker, students produced
striking self-portraits using line only.

The focus here was to understand
how line can be used to create
form (3D shape) by contouring

and curving lines, as well as
layering to create shadows,
revealing the shape of the face.

Can you spot anyone you know?
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SixthFom

'E MACMILLAN.

CANCER SUPRORT

On Friday 29t September, the
Sixth Form raised money to
support Macmillan Cancer
Support. They sold cakes and
drinks to staff in the common

room at break and lunchtime, and
also set up stalls in the quad to
sell to lower-school students. They
rai sed a total am
done sixth form!

UNIVERSITY

Aiming high! Woodrush Sixth formers at Cardiff University Open Day
On Friday 5th July we took a group of twenty Year 12 students to the

Uni versity of Cardiff Open Day. |t
enjoyed looking round the university campus, attending workshops and
talks in the different subject departments and finding out more about entry
to university for 2025 and how to maximise their chances of submitting
successful applications through UCAS (the Universities Central Admissions
System) in the Autumn term. Our photo shows students outside the Main
Building in the heart of the Cardiff campus.




Community

Beacon Scuool
inga Y
d showing continuing commitment to t

Woodrush High School

o :
#ForceForNature
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WORLD POWERLIFTING CHAMPIONSI
JUNIORS & SUBJUNIORS
CLUJ-NAPOCA - ROMANIA - 2023
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You may remember last academic'year Dorje was selected to represent Great Britain in Romania
in the World Junior Powerlifting Championships. Thanks to your donations and sponsorship from
the H9 Foundation, Dorje was able to realise his dream and represent his country in this
competition.

The competition took place at the end of last years summer hoidays, where
Dorje pushed hard in Squat and Deadlift but totally smashed Bench

Press breaking his own record. He came first in this winning

a orld Gold Medal!

We are extremely proud of his achievements and hope
this is just the start of an incredible atheltes journey
to stardom!
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kai is an ex pupil of woodrush and all around excellent sportsman. during
time with us, he represented the school at athletics, basketball and footba|
the basketball team he was a part of had district, county and regional sucq
and won the ks4 team of the year in 2022. kai also captained the year 11
football team and they achieved district success during this time. kai studi
gcsepe and went on to achieve a grade 9 and was also the winner of the r
prestigious pe award: theyanpettigrew award. throughout his time at
woodrush, kai played fazoventryacademy and this year he went on to sign
his first professional contract and make his 1st team debut against
middlesbroughas well as this, kai has alseievednational honours,
representingwalesul9s on tour irfinlandand in the u19 euro qualifiers. we
are really proud of kai and all his sporting success and we are excited to g
what the future has in store for him.
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Biology
iness Studies
Chemistry
Computing

Drama

el 2 English
Geography

® History

Mathematics
Modern Foreign Lang
Physical Educat’ /f | |
Physics “

@ Degree

@ GCSE Grade C/4 in
Maths and English

& GCSE Grade C/4in

Science for Primary

Places in Primary & Secondary
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Train
to

Teach

This is the start of their journey; )
could it also be the bec ing of yours!

Woodr m 1
Co s

TRAIN TO TEACH AT

YOUR LOCAL SCHOOL!

Working with schools across

Worcestershire, Birmingham and the Black

Country to support you on the path to

become a teacher!

@\ University
WARWICK / of Worcester

THE UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK

RO 4

@WoodrushTC

Woodrush
Training
Consortium



Fact File
> 12 Month programme
>3 Modules
>3 Face-to-face sessions

>2 Webinars per module

> Specialist Webinar focused

on EYFS Mathematics
teaching

> Coaching sessions
> Supportive peer network
> Expertly Facilitated

Cost:
Fully funded in
October 2024

APPLY NOW

*This course is designed for school
teachers and leaders who have
previously had a minimum of 1 year's
participation of the Maths Hubs
Teaching for Mastery programme, or
equivalent.

Woodrush
Training
Consortium

Fully funded NPQ
opportunity!

NPQ Leading Primary

Mathematics
Starting in

October 2024

The NPQLPM for school leaders and
teachers who often directly lead a team, to
support the effective teaching of
mathematics

>Designed to develop expertise, skills and knowledge of
participants and allows flexibility in the content to
exemplify mastery approaches to teaching practices.

>Delivered flexibly to ensure you can invest in your own
professional development alongside your existing
commitments

>Directly relevant and applicable to your current roles
Career-building — preparing you for future roles and
helping you to build strong professional networks that
will sustain you

>Designed for teachers from a wide range of settings

>Focused on the skills needed to implement and sustain
change and improvement

LLSE~

Leadership Learning
Securing Excellence



ART

Yr 9 & Peter Blake x My Identity

The focus for Year 9 this year has been all about identity o}
these artworks are personal responses inspired by the British
Pop Artist Sir Peter Blake

Students were asked to produce a montage of 16 images,
including collage, typography and observational drawing.

This project gave students the opportunity to develop a
personal outcome, full of personality and creativity o}
building skills for a wide range of GCSE courses



