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Throughout this academic year I have been proud of how pupils 

have shown resilience, hard work and determination to succeed and 

truly demonstrated excellence through endeavour . We have been

able to share these successôthrough a wide range of achievements 

and celebrations.

2024 has been an extremely busy year for off site trips It has been 

wonderful to see pupils engage in such a wide range of activities. 

The most recent being the Mandarin trip to China where pupils were 

emersed in Chinese culture and were able to practise, first hand, 

their Mandarin language skills.

Our Community links have flourished as Mr Reece has built strong 

relationships with Network Rail and the Tree Planting council. We 

had a visit from Lord Hendly who helped us plant some trees.

As ever here at Woodrush, we have celebrated a variety of sporting 

achievements with pupils taking part in a vast range of sports. Pupils 

have seen success in girls and boys football, rugby, girls rounders 

and cricket! The Olympic sports festival saw houses complete 

against each other for points resulting in Brindley being crowned 

winners! It is also wonderful to see past pupils achieve such 

amazing sporting success such as Kai Andrews who has signed a 

professional football contract with Coventry FC.

Pupils have also had several opportunities to develop their career 

prospects and knowledge. The first being the extremely successful 

careers fair organised by Mrs Bishop where we had over 30 

businessô, companyôs, collegeôs and universityôs set up to talk to our 

pupils. Year 10 and sixth form also had work experience where we 

were honoured by the amazing feedback we got from companyôs 

about our pupils.

It has been an extremely successful year and I wish you all a 

wonderful Summer.

Finally, I would like to take a moment 

of remembrance for one of our year 

10 pupils, Liberty, who as you may 

know, sadly passed away at the 

beginning of this academic year. 

Liberty was a wonderful, life-loving 

person who is deeply missed and 

thought of fondly by all in our school 

community. 

2 2



Science

In June, students from year 7 and year 8 went to 

the Big Bang Fair at the NEC to explore careers in 

STEM (science, technology, engineering and 

maths). The fair features shows and exhibitions 

from a large range of employers with fun hands-on 

demonstrations to do with these essential subjects. 

Our students engaged really well, they enjoyed 

themselves and came away with some new insights 

into stem careers, as well as a few freebies from 

the exhibits!

Science Big Quizzes at the University of Birmingham.

Twelve year 8 students attended the Big Medicine and Health Professions 

quiz at Birmingham University on Monday 10th June. This was an excellent 

opportunity for students to experience a higher education facility.  The 

students had the opportunity to take part in multiple quiz rounds covering a 

variety of health and medical topics such as pharmacy, nursing and sports 

science, as well as a guest speaker explaining the use of Stem cells in 

medicine. Students competed against many schools across the county 

ncluding many grammar and private schools.

Year 9 students also attended the Big Physics Quiz at Birmingham University on 

Tuesday 16th April. The quiz was set In the Great Hall which is a spectacular and 

inspirational venue. Students completed rounds on electricity, nuclear physics and 

energy.

Finally, year 10 students attended the Big Biology Quiz at Birmingham University on 

Tuesday 4th of June. They enjoyed a guest lecture on brain function and completed 

questions on DNA, cells and the environment. A special shout out to Joshan who 

received a special round of applause on the day for his knowledge of beta-carotene 

being in carrots. Very impressive!
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At the start of July our Year 9 Mandarin students had the amazing opportunity to travel to 

Shenyang, in northern China, as part of the Mandarin Excellence Programme. Accompanied 

by Mrs Chen and Mr Borg, 16 students went to stay at Shenyang Normal University for 10 

days, where they participated in a number of exciting cultural events and Chinese language 

classes. After a grand opening ceremony on the first day, students enjoyed a visit to the 

Imperial Palace; pottery making; ping-pong games with professional players; a tie-dying 

session; tea tasting; a shopping mall and night-market tour; martial arts and a Beijing opera 

performance. Students have had the opportunity to practise their Mandarin skills by talking 

to their Chinese buddies and attending lessons at the university. The trip was an 

unforgettable experience and a fantastic opportunity for students to learn first-hand about the 

language, culture and traditions of China.

Mandarin Trip to China

ChinaTrip
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Staff Leaving Messages

Mr Ivko

It has been such a pleasure working at Woodrush over the last five years. It is a very 

special school, and I have enjoyed teaching, and learning, here. Whilst I am sad to 

leave, after 15 years in secondary education, I am excited to embrace the opportunity to 

teach Spanish to younger children, in primary schools and nurseries, going forward.

Miss Shepherd

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time teaching at Woodrush High School and will take many 

fond memories with me. From the School of Rock production, the Christmas showcases, 

taking students to The Royal and Derngate Theatre to compete in the National Theatre 

connections competition and lastly, working alongside an incredible creative arts team. 

All the best for the future!

Why MFL? Guest Speaker

This week we welcomed David Binns from 

Sanako to talk to our year 10 students about the 

importance of languages to support careers and 

futures.

David Binns delivered an inspiring talk to our 

students stressing the importance of a second 

language skill in any chosen career and at initial 

interview stage. The talk was extremely well 

received by staff and students.

Students were encouraged to ask questions at 

the end as David seems to have a natural ability 

to engage with them at their own level. A huge 

thanks to him and to the MFL team for creating 

this opportunity.

MFL
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Yr 8 Pencil Crayon 

Portraits 

A selection of our fabulous 

hero and villain based 

portraits.  This project forms 

the final assessment for 

Year 8 ðand asks students 

to build on all the skills they 

have learnt across the 

year.  In addition, they 

needed to learn how to 

blend and layer pencil 

crayons ðthis is essential at 

GCSE.  We think youõll 

agree they are fantastic!

ART
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Yr 8 ðDigital Portraits inspired by Shepard 

Fairey

Inspired by the iconic ôHopeõ poster from 

Barrack Obamaõs 2008 presidential 

campaign, students worked 

independently following a ôMr Eõ tutorial 

to produce these eye -catching self -

portraits.

Students got to grips with editing software 

to alter their own original photographs, 

experimenting with contrasting colours
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Year 8 Portraiture ð

Working In The Style Of Luke Dixon

Inspired by the work of 

contemporary British illustrator and 

printmaker, students produced 

striking self-portraits using line only.  

The focus here was to understand 

how line can be used to create 

form (3D shape) by contouring 

and curving lines, as well as 

layering to create shadows, 

revealing the shape of the face. 

Can you spot anyone you know? 



On Friday 29th September, the 

Sixth Form raised money to 

support Macmillan Cancer 

Support. They sold cakes and 

drinks to staff in the common 

room at break and lunchtime, and 

also set up stalls in the quad to 

sell to lower-school students. They 

raised a total amount of é.. Well 
done sixth form!

Aiming high! Woodrush Sixth formers at Cardiff University Open Day

On Friday 5th July we took a group of twenty Year 12 students to the 

University of Cardiff Open Day. It was a great dayôs visit and students 

enjoyed looking round the university campus, attending workshops and 

talks in the different subject departments and finding out more about entry 

to university for 2025 and how to maximise their chances of submitting 

successful applications through UCAS (the Universities Central Admissions 

System) in the Autumn term. Our photo shows students outside the Main 

Building in the heart of the Cardiff campus.

SixthForm
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Gardening

This academic year has seen Woodrush flourish through a range of 'Green' initiatives. We have developed 

courses, resources and forces in our pursuit to expose our young people to the wide range of opportunities in the 

'Green' sector. This year has witnessed our first cohort of learners successfully pass City and Guilds 

qualifications in both Horticulture and Sustainability and the Green Environment, very well done to you all!

We have also developed our Forest School provision by engaging more pupils than ever in this valuable support 

programme. Furthermore, we have also set up an extra curricular Gardening Club for KS3 pupils which is led by 

Sixth Form pupils.

Our programmes run in conjunction with the Tree Council and Network Rail who support us with volunteer 

planting days and resources to kickstart our major planting programmes. These include developing an apple 

orchard which allows our pupils to 'graft and grow' apple trees to distribute into the local community through our 

'Tree Bank'. We are also growing a large stock of Willow trees to allow us to make 'woven willow' trees which the 

pupils can distribute to the local community through a self managed pupil enterprise scheme. Furthermore, we 

have now planted over 2500 trees and shrubs on site this year - well done to everyone who has taken part - this 

is over 300 pupils at last count!

Additionally, we are now up and running with our vegetable garden and new polytunnel which gives access for 

pupils to learn about planting, maintaining and harvesting their own produce which is reinvested into our own on 

site canteen and planting sites for flowers around the school grounds.In recognition of our achievements over the 

past twelve months, Lord Hendy, the CEO of Network Rail officially opened our community garden in the early 

Spring by planting a commemorative cherry tree on site. Many congratulations to him on his recent appointment 

to Minister of State at the Department for Transport.

Next academic year will see these projects grow literally in the 

amount of pupils involved and the produce created as Woodrush 

seeks to be an innovative thinker in the 'Community Curriculum' 

model.

Mr Reece and Gille Bulteel.

Community
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You may remember last academic year Dorje was selected to represent Great Britain in Romania 

in the World Junior Powerlifting Championships. Thanks to your donations and sponsorship from 

the H9 Foundation, Dorje was able to realise his dream and represent his country in this 

competition.

The competition took place at the end of last years summer hoidays, where 

Dorje pushed hard in Squat and Deadlift but totally smashed Bench                                                     

Press breaking his own record. He came first in this winning                                                              

a orld Gold Medal!

We are extremely proud of his achievements and hope                                                                          

this is just the start of an incredible atheltes journey                                                                          

to stardom!   

Sport
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Kai Andrews

kai is an ex pupil of woodrush and all around excellent sportsman. during his 
time with us, he represented the school at athletics, basketball and football, 
the basketball team he was a part of had district, county and regional success 
and won the ks4 team of the year in 2022. kai also captained the year 11 
football team and they achieved district success during this time. kai studied 
gcsepe and went on to achieve a grade 9 and was also the winner of the most 
prestigious pe award: the ryanpettigrew award. throughout his time at 
woodrush, kai played for coventryacademy and this year he went on to sign 
his first professional contract and make his 1st team debut against 
middlesbrough. as well as this, kai has also recievednational honours, 
representing walesu19s on tour in finlandand in the u19 euro qualifiers. we 
are really proud of kai and all his sporting success and we are excited to see 
what the future has in store for him. 
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Yr 9 ðPeter Blake x My Identity

The focus for Year 9 this year has been all about identity ð

these artworks are personal responses inspired by the British 

Pop Artist Sir Peter Blake

Students were asked to produce a montage of 16 images, 

including collage, typography and observational drawing.

This project gave students the opportunity to develop a 

personal outcome, full of personality and creativity ð

building skills for a wide range of GCSE courses

ART


